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Planning and Designing a Swimming Pool

Do | need planning permission?

As a guide, outdoor pools, or those housed in a detached
building which are for the exclusive enjoyment of the
owner of the property, will often be treated as a permitted
development and therefore will not require planning
consent. Planning consent will normally only be required
for an outdoor pool, if there is disturbance to adjacent
buildings or drains.

Building Regulations consent will, however, be required
for any kind of indoor pool and for a pool located in listed
premises or in a conservation area.




Designing your dream pool

Constructing your dream pool is not just about finding a
competent builder; it also requires a specialist to design the
pool, and if the pool is to be located indoors, a ventilation
engineer will be needed to deal with environmental control.

[t's important to ensure the build of the pool integrates all of
the specialist elements together as solving technical
problems after completion can be difficult, disruptive and
expensive. The build must be right from the outset, so it’s
vital to appoint a professional pool designer or an architect
with specialist experience in this area.

There are lots of design considerations to be taken into
account when planning a swimming pool, including heating
methods (both water and air); dehumidification; ventilation;
plant-room noise suppression; recovery of waste heat and
cooling in summer.

Pool installation companies can often suggest names of
designers or architects with whom they have worked, or
SPATA can signpost you to suitable companies, or
individuals.




