Factsheet 15

Pool covers

Are you covered?

Whatever the type of pool you have, indoors or outdoors,
you will almost certainly benefit from the use of a good
quality pool cover. Pool covers are by no means a new
idea; the first covers were introduced into the UK over
40 years ago. Their success has been such that pool
owners everywhere consider the use of a good quality
cover an essential part of their pool accessories.

Save money

The prime function of a so called “solar” cover is to reduce Sheet covers

heat loss through evaporation. This applies to indoor and The more elaborate safety covers are made from a tough
outdoor pools (although more so for outdoor pools due to membrane and are supported by a track system that is
wind factors). It is estimated installed at the top inside perimeter of the pool or, in the




PVC slatted covers

These covers are fully automated. Most versions are
available as a retrofit unit, or as an integral part of the pool,
usually being installed in a hidden pit or trough that is
specially designed at the planning stage. The slats are
available in a choice of colours, solar or translucent. It is not
normally considered to be a safety cover, but as an optional
extra, it can be supplied with a safety ledge which would
offer a degree of safety should a child or household pet fall
on it. Another alternative, at the planning stage of your pool
would be to include a built in ledge to support the slats.
Your SPATA contractor will be able to advise the best

way to go about this.

PVC slatted covers

These covers are fully automated. Most versions are
available as a retrofit unit, or as an integral part of the pool,

This is particularly useful if the blanket is to be handled by
one person, as it will keep the front edge of the blanket
totally buoyant and will generally add to the life expectancy
of the product. Solar blankets are made from polyethylene,
or polypropylene are usually blue in colour although some
manufacturers offer black and clear as an alternative. The
latest technology includes an aluminium heat shield on the
underside of the cover and is designed to retain more heat
in the pool. Most blankets are available in varying
thicknesses and weights but the most popular is the

400 micron quality.

Reel Systems

If your choice of pool cover is to be of the manual variety,
then you will almost certainly require a pool cover reel. It is
hard these days to imagine how one would take a cover on




